Maryland Governor’s Grants Office
ARRA/FFATA 
Addendum to Power Point presentation September 2009
1. Navigating OMB’s website:

· Start at http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/
· Click on tab ‘Management’ tab http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/management/
· Click on ‘Recovery Act’sub-heading on left-hand side http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/recovery_default/
· The June 22, 2009 OMB guidance is the first bullet on the list. Included are the reporting data model and a list of programs subject to the reporting requirements. 

· Further down the list of bullets is a link to Recovery Act FAQs and clarifications http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/recovery_faqs/
· The FAQs get updated by OMB. Also, FAQs are not in a particular order.

2. Additional OMB Guidance on ARRA Implementation 

February 20, 2009 M-09-10 Initial Implementing Guidance for the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/assets/memoranda_fy2009/m0910.pdf 
February 25, 2009 Bulletin No.09-02 Budget Execution of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 Appropriations http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/assets/bulletins/b09-02.pdf 
March 2009 OMB Circular No. A-133 Single Audit Compliance Supplement http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/circulars_a133_compliance_09toc/ 
April 3, 2009 M-09-15 Updated Implementing Guidance for the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/assets/memoranda_fy2009/m09-15.pdf 
May 11, 2009 M-09-18 Payments to State Grantees for Administrative Costs of Recovery Act Activities http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/assets/memoranda_fy2009/m09-18.pdf 
3. OMB Guidance, M-09-21, on Agency-Specific Reporting Requirements (p. 6)
Question - Do the Federal agencies have flexibility to issue further program-specific guidance on recipient reporting? 
Answer - This Guidance is not intended to impact requirements outside of Section 1512 of the Recovery Act. The Recovery Act may contain additional recipient reporting responsibilities that are specific to certain Federal programs. Recipients will have to comply with any reporting as outlined in the award agreement, which may result in submitting similar data under this Guidance to the Federal awarding agency. In these areas, recipients should rely on program-specific guidance and instructions issued by the relevant Federal agency. 

Thus, it is anticipated that Federal agencies will, as appropriate, issue clarifying guidance to funding recipients. Additional guidance for Recovery funding recipients must be in accordance with OMB guidance. Federal agency-specific reporting guidance must not, without prior approval from OMB, require the use of any existing reporting systems to collect Section 1512 reporting that exclude or bypass the central reporting solution at www.FederalReporting.gov. 

4. ARRA includes the following accountability provisions:

· Section 901 requires the Government Accountability Office to prepare reports on the way in which selected states make use of recovery funds. 

· Section 902 gives the GAO access to the records of all contractors awarded recovery funds. 

· Section 1511 requires that state and local officials certify that infrastructure funds received from the federal government are being used in an appropriate way and that they make public cost and other information on the spending.

· Section 1512 requires any recipient of recovery funds to provide a description of the project for which the money was used and an estimate of the number of jobs thereby created or retained. Agencies that award the contracts and grants must report quarterly. A recipient is defined as “any entity that receives recovery funds directly from the Federal Government (including recovery funds received through grant, loan or contract) other than an individual” and “includes a State that receives recovery funds.” 

· Section 1513 requires the Council of Economic Advisers to report on the employment and economic impacts of recovery spending. 

· Section 1514 requires the inspectors general of federal agencies distributing recovery funds to review “any concerns raised by the public about specific investments. 

· Section 1515 gives the inspectors general authority to examine the records of contractors and grantees (as well as subcontractors and subgrantees).Section 1521 creates a Recovery Accountability and Transparency Board “to coordinate and conduct oversight of covered funds to prevent fraud, waste, and abuse.”

· Section 1524 requires the Board to conduct audits and reviews of spending.

· Section 1526 requires the Board to create a website “to foster greater accountability and transparency in the use of covered funds.” Among the kinds of content the website is required to contain are “data on contracts awarded by the Federal Government that expend covered funds, including information about the competitiveness of the contracting process.

· Section 1541 creates a Recovery Independent Advisory Panel to advise the Recovery Accountability and Transparency Board on actions it could take “to prevent fraud, waste, and abuse relating to covered funds.”

· Section 1551 requires the Treasury Department to create separate accounts for recovery funds.

· Section 1553 provides protection for state and local government and contractor whistleblowers
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