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Cooperating Collections 

• More than 460 worldwide – a dozen throughout 
Maryland  

• Free staff assistance 
• Free access to  

Foundation Center  
databases and other 
resources 

• Free classes 



Resources and Services at the  
Foundation Center 
• Grantmaker information 
• Funding research databases 
• Nonprofit literature 
• Professional reference staff  
• Training programs 
• Special events 

Grantseeking Resources 



Where & How To Access the 
Center’s Resources 
• Foundation Center Libraries 

– New York  
– Atlanta 
– Cleveland 
– San Francisco  
– Washington, D.C. 

• Web sites 
– foundationcenter.org  
– grantspace.org 

    Grantseeking Resources 

http://www.foundationcenter.org/
http://www.grantspace.org/


www.foundationcenter.org 









Getting Ready to Apply! 

• Fundraising Plan 
• Timeline 
• Team 

– Project leader, Director, Finance 
manage 

• Record keeping system 



Overview of the grantseeking 
process: 

 
•  Getting ready to apply– how’s your  

 credibility? 
 
•  Research and application process 

 
• Proposal preparation & submission 



Grantmaking Realities: 

• 2008  $46.8 Billion 
 

• 2009  $45.8 Billion 
 
• 2010  $45.7 Billion 
 
• 2011  $46.9 Billion 
 



Philanthropic Landscape 

Number of Grantmakers: 76,600 
 
Number of Nonprofits: 1.5 Million* 
 



•Individuals 
$211.77 

Corporations 
$15.29 

•Foundations 
$41.0 

•Bequests 
$22.83 

•Total Giving: $290.89 billion 

•73% 

•5% 

•14% 

•8% 

•Private Contributions by Source 
($ in billions) 

•Source: Giving USA 2011, Giving USA Foundation, 
researched and written by the 

Center On Philanthropy at Indiana University 

Private Contributions 



Institutional Funders Data  
• Private Foundations –990PF 

– Lack of staff/websites/publications 
• Public Charity Grantmakers -- 990 

– Community Foundations 
– Topical Foundations 

• Corporate Givers -- ???? 
• Others 



IRS 990-PF shows foundation 
assets 

 



Corporate Giving 

• Corporate Foundations 
– pass through or endowed 

• Direct Corporate Giving 
 
• Public Relations/Business Expenses 

– Sponsorships or CRM 
 
 



What Is a Private Foundation? 
• Nongovernmental, nonprofit organization  
• Has its own funds or endowment 
• Managed by its own trustees or directors 
• Established to aid educational, social, 

religious, scientific, or other charitable 
activities through the making of grants 

The World of Grantmakers 



Types of Private Foundations 
• Independent 
• Company-sponsored 
• Operating 
 
~ 5% payout requirement 
~ Must disclose total giving and grants 

through Form 990-PF 

The World of Grantmakers 



Other Types of Grantmakers 
• Direct Corporate Giving Programs 

– Research through sponsoring companies  

• Grantmaking Public Charities 
– Disclose activities through Form 990 
– Includes: 

• Community foundations 
• Population or issue-oriented funds 
• Company-sponsored 

The World of Grantmakers 



 
Finding Funding Partners 



Identifying Funding Needs 
• Why do I need funding and  

what kind do I need? 
• How much do I need? 
• When do I need the funds? 

 Finding Funding Partners 



 Finding Funding Partners 

Look for the match: 
• Who funds in my area of interest? 
• Who funds in my geographic region? 
• Who will provide the type of support I need? 



Refine the match:  
• Has the grantmaker funded organizations 

like mine? 
• How much does the grantmaker give to 

organizations like mine? 
 

 Finding Funding Partners 



Foundation Center 

• Over 100,000 grantmaker profiles 

• Over 2.4 million records in  
our Grants database 

• Keyword-searchable  
990s database 

• Updated weekly 

• Congressional district  
search option 







• Besides Foundation Center and Governor’s 
Grants Office there are: 

• Grantmaker Publications 
– Online and Print  

• Funding research databases  
• Nonprofit periodicals 
• 990PF 
• association of private funders 

– www.givingforum.org 
• association of nonprofits 

–  http://www.marylandnonprofits.org 
 

 

 Other Grantseeking Resources 

http://www.givingforum.org/
http://www.marylandnonprofits.org/
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