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Workshop Objectives 

✔ Become familiar with recent and forecasted trends in federal 
grant funding.

✔ Gain an understanding of how the daily news cycle and 
politics shape federal funding opportunities and award 
decisions.

✔ Discuss ways an organization can respond to changes in 
federal funding without mission creep.



Dondra Ward Uzoka, MSc
• Grant Professional Association Approved 

Trainer 
• Grant Professional Certified 
• AFP Washington DC Member 
• Federal Grant Reviewer and Panel 

Manager
• Worked in Federal government contributed 

to President’s Budget and various national 
planning documents. 



Trends in Federal 
Grant Funding 

SGR’s Funded Grant Framework



Federal Government obligated $1.13T for 
grants in FY2022 (USAspending.gov)

Spending 
down from 
$1.37T in 

2021. 



26 Federal Agencies Have Grant Programs 
• U.S. Agency for International 

Development (USAID)
• Corporation for National and 

Community Service (CNCS)
• U.S. Department of 

Agriculture (USDA)
• U.S. Department of 

Commerce (DOC)
• U.S. Department of Defense 

(DOD)
• U.S. Department of 

Education (ED)
• U.S. Department of Energy 

(DOE)
• U.S. Department of Health 

and Human Services (HHS)
• U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security (DHS)

• U.S. Department of Justice 
(DOJ)

• U.S. Department of Labor 
(DOL)

• U.S. Department of State 
(DOS)

• U.S. Department of 
Transportation (DOT)

• U.S. Department of the 
Treasury (TREAS)

• U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA)

• Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA)

• Institute of Museum and 
Library Services (IMLS)

• National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration 
(NASA)

• National Archives and 
Records Administration 
(NARA)

• National Endowment for 
the Humanities (NEH)

• National Science 
Foundation (NSF)

• Small Business 
Administration (SBA)

• Social Security 
Administration (SSA)

• U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD)

• U.S. Department of the 
Interior (DOI)

• National Endowment for 
the Arts (NEA)



Almost 10K Federal Grants in Maryland
$19B Obligated in 2022 



Ripped from the Headlines: Federal 
Funding is Reactive 

CNN
TIME
NPR
US News 



Appropriations Process: 
Federal Funding Is Planned

Federal 
Agencies 

President’s 
Budget Congress Vote/ Law/ 

Stall Appropriate Obligate



Signature Legislation

• American Rescue Plan Act

• Infrastructure Investment & 
Jobs Act

• Build Back Better Framework 

 



Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, Justice The Digital Divide

Strategic Partnerships Wrap-Around Support 

Overarching Themes

 



Healthcare & Public Health 

CDC Drug Free Communities 
•Community-based coalitions that are non-profits (501c3 status) 
•Representatives from 12 Sectors 
•Request no more than $125,000/year
•Secure 100% match from non-federal sources
•Jan- March

Rural Communities Opioid Response Program – Overdose 
Response
• Nonprofits, Education, States, etc.
• Multi-year HRSA initiative 
• Reduce morbidity and mortality of substance use disorder 
• High-risk rural communities/ High-risk populations 
• Jan 2023



Health & Equity

2023 Empowering Communities to Deliver and Sustain 
Evidence-Based Chronic Disease Self-Management Education 
Programs
• Nonprofits, government, schools, etc.
• $600,000
• Develop capacity for, deliver, and sustain evidence-based 

self-management education and support programs among older 
adults and adults with disabilities

• Social Determinants of Health
• Jan 2023



Community Services

USDA Learning & Telemedicine
• Government, Federally-recognized Tribes, Non and 

For-profits, Consortia of eligible entities
• Broadband facilities, Audio, video and interactive video 

equipment, Computer hardware, Instructional programming 
that is a capital asset, Technical assistance and instruction for 
using eligible equipment

• Fall/ Spring

HUD FY 2022 Choice Neighborhoods Implementation
• Cities, Housing Authorities
• Housing, People, Neighborhoods 
• Planning-$500K; Implementation- $50M 
• Jan 2023



Education
USDA Farm to School 
• Nonprofits, public entities, schools, etc.
• Make local food and agricultural education available to child nutrition 

program participants through grants, research, technical assistance, 
and training

• $100,000-$500,000
• Jan 2023

Dept Ed Promise Neighborhoods
• Multi-sectoral; $6M
• Priority 1: Strengthening Cross-Agency Coordination and 

Community Engagement to Advance Systemic Change.
•  Priority 2: Increasing Postsecondary Education Access, 

Affordability, Completion, and Post-Enrollment Success. 
• Priority 3: Evidence-Based Activities to Support Academic 

Achievement



Avoiding Creep: What would 
happen if we asked….
❑ Does this match our mission?
❑ Is this our core capability?
❑ Do we have the resources to 

apply?
❑ What do we need to implement 

and manage?
❑ What do we gain by getting this 

grant?
❑ What will we lose by getting this 

grant?



Recap and Q & A

www.linkedin.com/in/dondra-ward


